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Electoral democracy is measured not only by the outcome of an election but 

through an assessment of the environment, institutions, and processes of 

managing elections. The Route towards 2023 Harmonised Elections in

Zimbabwe’s harmonised elections have been marred by challenges such as 

violence, disgruntlement, and voter apathy. It has become routine for the main 

opposition political parties to fail to accept the outcome of the elections 

(Magaisa, 2019). Despite the ruling presented by the constitutional court, the 

Movement for Democratic Change-Alliance (MDC-A) (a coalition of seven 

opposition political parties formed to contest during the 2018 elections) failed 

to accept the results of the 2018 harmonised elections. There have been so 

many concerns raised by the MDC-A such as legitimacy issues and the lack of 

independence of the electoral management body (Magaisa, 2019). Soon after 

the 2018 harmonised elections, the government of Zimbabwe created an 

institution called the Political Actors Dialogue (POLAD). POLAD is made up 

of various political parties that participated in the 2018 harmonised elections 

except for the MDC-A which was the biggest opposition political party. The 

major purpose of POLAD is to facilitate dialogue which is meant to promote 

political negotiations and work on a roadmap for the 2023 elections.

Zimbabwe’s main opposition political party, once MDC later MDC-A, has 

experienced gruesome factionalism and fragmentation, leading to a major split 

after the 2018 harmonised elections. The Nelson Chamisa-led faction 

subsequently formed the Citizens Coalition for Change (CCC) in 2022 and the 

Mwonzora-led retained the name MDC-A. Earlier, tensions within the MDC-A 

resulted in massive recalls of the elected councillors and Members of 

Parliament (MPs) as well as senators. This led to the by-elections that were 

conducted to fill the vacant gaps in councils and parliament. Some of the bi-

elections were alleged to be marred by violence and rigging. Several 

stakeholders including the opposition political parties, POLAD, civil society,

and media, among others have indicated that there are very few reforms that 

have been implemented so far in Zimbabwe yet 2023 elections are fast 

approaching (Mavhunga 2023).












































































































































































































































































































































	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28
	Page 29
	Page 30
	Page 31
	Page 32
	Page 33
	Page 34
	Page 35
	Page 36
	Page 37
	Page 38
	Page 39
	Page 40
	Page 41
	Page 42
	Page 43
	Page 44
	Page 45
	Page 46
	Page 47
	Page 48
	Page 49
	Page 50
	Page 51
	Page 52
	Page 53
	Page 54
	Page 55
	Page 56
	Page 57
	Page 58
	Page 59
	Page 60
	Page 61
	Page 62
	Page 63
	Page 64
	Page 65
	Page 66
	Page 67
	Page 68
	Page 69
	Page 70
	Page 71
	Page 72
	Page 73
	Page 74
	Page 75
	Page 76
	Page 77
	Page 78
	Page 79
	Page 80
	Page 81
	Page 82
	Page 83
	Page 84
	Page 85
	Page 86
	Page 87
	Page 88
	Page 89
	Page 90
	Page 91
	Page 92
	Page 93
	Page 94
	Page 95
	Page 96
	Page 97
	Page 98
	Page 99
	Page 100
	Page 101
	Page 102
	Page 103
	Page 104
	Page 105
	Page 106
	Page 107
	Page 108
	Page 109
	Page 110
	Page 111
	Page 112
	Page 113
	Page 114
	Page 115
	Page 116
	Page 117
	Page 118
	Page 119
	Page 120
	Page 121
	Page 122
	Page 123
	Page 124
	Page 125
	Page 126
	Page 127
	Page 128
	Page 129
	Page 130
	Page 131
	Page 132
	Page 133
	Page 134
	Page 135
	Page 136
	Page 137
	Page 138
	Page 139
	Page 140
	Page 141
	Page 142
	Page 143
	Page 144
	Page 145
	Page 146
	Page 147
	Page 148
	Page 149
	Page 150
	Page 151
	Page 152
	Page 153
	Page 154
	Page 155
	Page 156
	Page 157
	Page 158
	Page 159
	Page 160
	Page 161
	Page 162
	Page 163
	Page 164
	Page 165
	Page 166
	Page 167
	Page 168
	Page 169
	Page 170
	Page 171
	Page 172
	Page 173
	Page 174
	Page 175
	Page 176

