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PRESS STATEMENT
	 ZESN STAFF MEMBER ARRESTED IN DETE-HWANGE 
 


Harare – 29 October 2009 – The Zimbabwe Election Support Network (ZESN) staff members Thulani Ndhlovu and Ndodana Ndhlovu were arrested yesterday evening in Dete, Hwange for conducting a public outreach workshop at ‘Cross Mabale’ allegedly without police clearance despite the presence of the police throughout the workshop. 

Ndodana Ndhlovu was subsequently released but Thulani has remained in custody and is being charged with contravening section 24 of the Public Order and Security Act (POSA) which we as ZESN and many in civic and human rights circles as well as the legal profession have repeatedly criticized as unjust and unfit for any civilized society. We have in the past also criticized partisan policing and this latest arrest is a worrisome continuation of the same trend. At the time of this statement Thulani has been transferred to Hwange Police Station and lawyers have been deployed by Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights to attend to the matter.

 

The behavior by the police in Matebeleland North is extremely worrying as Thulani’s arrest comes merely a few days after the arrest of the NANGO Chairperson and CEO in the same province, in Victoria Falls on Saturday 24 October 2009 on similar spurious charges. These developments are very disturbing as they drastically undermine efforts at building confidence in national processes which ZESN had despite its concerns been willing to give a chance. Such actions on the part of state institutions and actors against legitimate and lawful citizen participation make one wonder why all of sudden the police are particularly keen to monitor the activities of civic organizations.

 

ZESN strongly condemns this arrest and the apparent clampdown on civic organizations and the confining of the democratic space in Zimbabwe which was slowly opening up in the past months as civic organizations were able to conduct similar activities without any hindrance. The Global Political Agreement acknowledges the importance of the freedoms of assembly and association in a multi-party democracy hence these arrests are clearly and sadly reversing the gains of the pact and taking away the confidence that had started building up in the populace.

 

ZESN has been advocating for the repeal of POSA and other legislations that infringes of the fundamental freedoms of association, movement and expression and reiterates the same demand.  ZESN also demands that this persecution of Thulani ceases forthwith. The Network strongly condemns the continued invocation of the repressive piece of legislation, POSA on civic organisations and reiterate on the need for comprehensive overhaul on security laws. //END
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