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MORE ZESN OBSERVERS BEATEN

 

Alert – 5 June 2008 - A Zimbabwe Election Support Network (ZESN) observer was allegedly beaten on Monday the 3rd of June 2008 in Mt Darwin East, Mutyandaedza Village by known ZANU PF supporters. These youths are allegedly being commanded by a senior member of the presidential guard (name supplied). The observer sustained serious injuries on the face and a broken arm. In a related incident in Mount Darwin North another ZESN observer (name supplied) was seriously beaten by the ZANU PF militia on the 5th of June 2008 and sustained serious head injuries. 

 

ZESN has also been reliably informed that the senior member of the presidential guard who is operating from Harare is part of the gang fanning politically motivated violence against suspected MDC supporters and ZESN election observers in Mount Darwin East.

 

ZESN can further confirm that six of its observers (names supplied) from the same village have also been beaten and forced to flee their homes reason being that they observed 29 March harmonised elections. They were also asked to surrender their ZESN T-shirts to the ZANU PF youths. 

 

In a related incident 18 ZESN observers are under siege by ZANU PF youths in Muzarabani and have fled their homes into nearby mountains. There are also unconfirmed reports that these ZANU PF militia also abducted 2 of the observers on the 5th of June 2008 in the same area.  ZESN is still trying to verify this report.

 

ZESN is disturbed by these continued attacks on its observers, 21 days before the runoff. ZESN is also distressed by the inactiveness by the law enforcement and therefore demands the immediate arrest of the ZANU PF youths in Mount Darwin North, Mount Darwin East and Muzarabani.  ZESN further demands the conclusive investigation of all people implicated in the violation of human rights. 

 

ZESN continues to appeal to the police to assume their constitutional mandate and protect the citizens of Zimbabwe and urges all political parties tell their structures to stop political violence forthwith.

 

 

PROMOTING DEMOCRATIC ELECTIONS

 

For commends and further details contact 

Zimbabwe Election Support Network (ZESN)

+263 (04)250735/6 703956 zesn@africaonline.co.zw or info@zesn.org.zw 

 

 

 

 
